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Parents’ Weekend: Helpful Hints

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Greg and Jacque Bear, CFA Co-chairs
It has been said that two of the
most important dates for a Cadet are
Parents Weekend as a knob, and the
very same weekend as a senior. For
knobs, this important weekend serves
as the first time many of them have
seen family since arriving at The
Citadel (not to mention the end of the
Cadre period!).
For seniors, this weekend is
embodied in the achievement of
receiving “the ring”, reflecting the
challenging choice they made 4 years
earlier to “take the road less traveled”,
and the hard work since in proving
themselves worthy of the joining the
ranks of alumni who “wear the ring”.
But ask any sophomore or junior
about this weekend and I am sure
they will tell you it is just as
important to them as well. For

sophomores, they reflect in enjoying
the occasion not as a knob! Juniors
s e e t h e we e ke n d a s t h e 1 y e a r
countdown until they too wear the
ring. Cadet life seems to always be a
journey of perspective!
In this edition of All in the
Fa m i l y w e h a v e i n c l u d e d t h e
schedule of e vents for Parents
Weekend to help you plan your time,
as well as a few helpful hints to help
you navigate your way through this
busy weekend.
As always, check the weather and
dress appropriately. The weather this
time of year can be anything from the
high 80’s to low 90’s and can be rain
or shine. The evenings can be down in
the low 70’s or high 60’s. Now I know
for those of you coming from the
North you are saying low 70’s or high
60’ is nothing, but when you are
coming out of a day that is in the
80’s and 90’s it will feel cool even
in the low 70’s, so have a jacket
or sweater. Trust me on this one.
Friday will be a busy and
exciting day as seniors receive
their rings. They are
honored by the Corps
of Cadets who line
the street as the
seniors walk to
McAlister Field
Ho u s e f o r t h e

OCTOBER 2013
! 4-6 ."Parent’s Weekend
NOVEMBER 2013
!
1 ."Homecoming
!22-30 ."Fa" Break

!

DECEMBER 2013
9 ."Classes End
!10-16 ."Final Exams
! 18 ."Winter Break

"

JANUARY 2014
13 . Classes resume

Ring Ceremony. Dress for the Ring
Ceremony is business casual. Once
the seniors enter the field house, the
Corps and their families may attend
the Academic Open Houses, attend
the soccer game, or they may leave
the campus until curfew.
The Senior Procession through
the Ring for photographs is Friday
evening and is scheduled according to
Company. Be sure to arrive at least 15
minutes prior to your scheduled time.
The dress for this event has
traditionally been a long gown or
BEAR - continued on page 4

Parents’ Weekend 2013
!

The annual Parents’ Weekend is quickly approaching and we hope that you will join us for a
weekend of celebration! This weekend marks the promotion of the freshmen class to cadet
privates in the South Carolina Corps of Cadets and celebrates the accomplishments of the senior
class as they participate in the Citadel’s famed Ring Ceremony - as if you needed an excuse to
come visit with and encourage your Cadet student.
Friday, October 4
!
"
!
!

The Citadel Ring Ceremony ♦ The McAlister Field House
"
12:55PM - First Class Procession to McAlister Field House
!
1:00PM - Presentation of class rings to the Class of 2014
!
6:00-9:00PM - Ring Ceremony

!

1:00-2:30PM ♦ Academic Department Open Houses
- Locations vary by School/Department. Please see locations schedule on opposite page for
additional information.

!

1:00-3:30PM ♦ Parents’ Information Reception
- Mark Clark Reception Room

!

3:30PM ♦ Report to parents by Lt. Gen. John W. Rosa, President
- Buyer Auditorium, Mark Clark Hall

!

4:00PM ♦ The Citadel vs. Elon soccer game
- WLI Field

Saturday, October 5
"

8:00AM-1:00PM ♦ Information Center
- Buyer Auditorium, Mark Clark Hall

!

8:30-10:15AM ♦ Barracks open to parents

"

8:45-9:15AM ♦ Kelly Cup Competition
- Padgett-Thomas Barracks

"

9:15-9:30AM ♦ Rifle Legion Performance
- Padgett-Thomas Barracks

"

10:10AM ♦ Fourth Class Promotion
- All barracks

"

10:30-10:45AM ♦ Carillon Concert

"

11:00-11:45AM ♦ Military Dress Parade, 4th Class Acceptance, and Awards Presentation
- Summerall Field

"

1:30PM ♦ The Corps of Cadets marches to Johnson Hagood Stadium

"

2:00PM ♦ The Citadel vs. Appalachian State football game
- Padgett-Thomas Barracks
For the most up-to-date schedule please visit www.citadel.edu.
Schedule is subject to change; changes due to weather wi" be posted online.

ACADEMIC OPEN HOUSES
!

All cadets, parents, and guests are invited to the academic open house at each school or
department at the Citadel from 1:00-2:30pm on Friday, October 4. These open houses will give
you an opportunity to meet the Citadel’s faculty and staﬀ, and to learn about the various
programs oﬀered at the Citadel.
SCHOOL/DEPARTMENT
Academic Support Center
Aerospace Studies (Air Force ROTC)
Biology
Chemistry
Civil & Environmental Engineering
Counseling Center
Criminal Justice
Electrical & Computer Engineering
English
Health, Exercise, and Sport Science
History
Honors Program
International Studies
Library
Mathematics & Computer Science
Military Science (Army ROTC)
Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures
Multicultural Student Services
Naval Science (Marine & Navy ROTC)
Physics

LOCATION
Thompson Hall 117
Jenkins Hall 303
Duckett Hall 101
Byrd Hall 101
LeTellier Hall 204
203 Richardson
Capers Hall 311B
Grimsley Hall 117
Capers Hall 111
Deas Hall 214
Capers Hall 423
Bond Hall 290
Thompson Hall 117
Daniel Library
Thompson Hall 228
Jenkins Hall 317
Capers Hall 215
Thompson Hall 117
Jenkins Hall 111
Grimsley Hall 208

Psychology
School of Business Administration
School of Education
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
STEM Center of Excellence
Political Science

Capers Hall 103
Bond Hall 295
Capers Hall 305
Capers Hall Lobby
Capers Hall 309
Capers Hall 410

u! The Citadel Family Association Board of Directors would like to extend our gratitude
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T to all of the Blue Shirt Volunteers who helped make Matriculation Day 2013 such a huge success. You
helped make the stressful move-in process much easier for all of our incoming Cadets and their families!

!

Welcome to the Citadel, Class of 2017 Parents!
Mrs. Donna Rosa, First Lady at The Citadel
Where did the time go?
Just a few months ago you were
watching your sons and daughters
graduate from high school. Now you
have come back to The Citadel for
Parents’ Weekend and you are going
to ask yourself where is the child that
I left at The Citadel on matriculation
weekend. In their place you are going
to see a fine looking cadet standing
before you. Your hearts are going to
feel like they are going to burst and
the pride you feel as you look at
them now will put a huge smile on
your face. Not only will they look
diﬀerent, they will be diﬀerent. Your
wonderful sons and daughters have
accomplished so much in so short a
time.
Our son, Brad, graduated from
The Citadel in 2003. When we first
saw him on Parents’ Weekend of his
knob year, John and I both looked at
each other wondering who this
person was in front of us. He had
a n i ce h a i r c u t ( h a ) , g r e a t n e w
clothes with no wrinkles (shock),
and the shiniest shoes we had ever
seen on his feet. I am not sure
whose smile was the biggest...ours or
his. We were so very proud of him
but even more so we could see that

Brad was so ver y proud of
himself. Our son exuded a new
confidence and pride with every word
he spoke as he filled us in on the
weeks since Matriculation Day. As
John and I listened to him we knew
we
were
witnessing
the
transformation of our son in just a
few short weeks.
Were these past weeks hard? You
bet they were! Did he want to quit a
time or two or three? You bet he did!
But he didn't because as Brad told us
later, "I wanted to prove to myself
that I could persevere and get
through the tough times so I would
have the privilege to wear the ring
proudly and graduate."
When Brad graduated in 2003 we
all knew the journey had been worth
it. With The Citadel ring proudly on
his finger, he then began the next
phase of his life's journey knowing he
had done his best and never given up.
Brad knew his Citadel experience
would help him face whatever life
had in store for him and that he was
a better person for having gone
through it.
I know each of you felt some
apprehension as your left your sons
and daughters here. The Citadel is

BEAR - continued &om cover
cocktail dress for women and coat and tie for men. Many families go
out to dinner to celebrate this important event before or after their
scheduled photo time. Reservations are encouraged.
There are many activities planned throughout the day Saturday,
including the Kelly Cup Competition, Rifle Legion Performance,
concerts, and sporting events. Dress is comfortable and casual. The
highlight of the day for Knobs is the Promotion Ceremony where
they are promoted from cadet recruits to cadet privates. This
ceremony takes place in each battalion at 10am. At 11am, all cadets
will participate in the Military Dress Parade. Cadets will not have
leave until after the football game later that afternoon, and after
religious services on Sunday. Lastly, if your son or daughter knows of
a cadet whose family is unable to attend, please consider inviting
them to accompany you for the day.

to u g h a n d i t w i l l ce r t a i n l y b e
challenging but it will also be an
extremely
rewarding
experience....one that will have a
lasting eﬀect on your cadet the rest
of their lives.
John and I feel so very blessed to
be at The Citadel. Thank you for
entrusting your child to us. Please
know that we do not take this
responsibility lightly. We are so happy
to begin another year getting to
know your cadet, you, and your
families. We will be there with words
of encouragement throughout the
year. I will have a big hug ready if
they need one.
Please come by and say hello when
you come back to visit. We are easy
to spot. John is the tall, good looking
one in the Air Force uniform and I
am the one with the really big smile
on my face because I have "my kids"
back on campus again. It's going to
be another great year.
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