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Interview with Sgt. Jonathan Lubecky 

 On November 1, 2016, I had the distinct honor and privilege of interviewing a true 

American hero, Sgt. Jonathan Lubecky.  I dare say Sgt. Lubecky’s interview was different than 

many others.  He gave a unique outlook on being a soldier, and he candidly discussed what these 

veterans really have to deal with when they get home.  This is his story. 

 Sgt. Lubecky was born in a suburb of Cincinnati to a strong, working-class family.  “It 

seemed as if my parents were too busy fighting with each other to love and care for the family,” 

he said.  Because of this, Sgt. Lubecky did not have any immediate role models.  He looked to 



the Armed Forces for role models, and as a youth he admired FDR and many great American 

generals.  This sense of true patriotism made him enlist in the United States Marine Corps 

immediately following his high school graduation in 1995.  After four years of illustrious 

military service, he received a discharge in 1999.  But two years later, on an infamous September 

morning, that would all change.   

 Many Americans were gathered around the television on September 11, 2001, watching 

the heart of our nation under attack.  Sgt. Lubecky was no different.  9/11 gave Sgt. Lubecky the 

motivation to reenlist, this time in the United States Army.  Sgt. Lubecky served in the U.S army 

from 2001 to 2006.  It was upon his return home in 2006 that his new reality set in. 

 “I had not heard from my wife in three months.  When I got off the plane, everyone had 

someone waiting there for them—everyone but me.  After I got my cell phone back up, I called 



my wife.  No answer.  I had to call a taxi to take me home that night. [When] I got home, all my 

wife’s belongings were gone.  It was one of the first times in my life where I was truly alone.  I 

began to drink.  Then, on Christmas Eve 2006, I found myself in downtown Raleigh.  I was at a 

bar drinking, when I heard the church bells ringing for the midnight service.  Being raised 

Catholic, I felt like I needed to go, and it would help me to just be with people.  I got to the doors 

and was turned away because there was not enough room.  I begged, asked them if I could just 

stand in the back?  But they told me to go away, and come back tomorrow. I then went to the VA 

later that week.  The guy basically turned me away too, telling me to come back after the 

holidays.”  

Sgt. Lubecky attempted suicide later that evening, but the gun misfired.  “This goes to 

show the stress and PTSD that some, not all, veterans have when returning home,” he said.  Sgt. 

Lubecky explains that he also suffers from brain damage that he received in Iraq that causes 

PTSD-related outbursts. 

 Sgt. Lubecky eventually met a beautiful woman, 

whom he eventually married.  He then moved down to 

Charleston where he enrolled as a Veteran day student at 

The Citadel.  Sgt. Lubecky graduated in 2015 with a 

degree in Political Science.  During his time at The 

Citadel, Sgt. Lubecky took an active interest in The Citadel 

Republican Society.  His engagement with politics eventually led to his proposing some ideas to 

Kentucky senator Rand Paul at a Citadel Greater Issues Speech.  “I talked to him after.  It was so 

nice because he took the time to listen to me.  He really cared and he showed it.”  The ideas Sgt. 

Lubecky gave Senator Paul were on veteran legislation; Senator Paul later introduced these ideas 



on the floor of the Senate.  “They did not pass,” said Sgt. Lubecky.  “But it was nice to see a 

candidate that really cares about veterans and is willing to take the time out of his busy schedule 

to try and make our lives better.”   

 It was a true honor and a privilege to hear Sgt. Lubecky’s story.  He exemplifies 

everything the American soldier and citizen should be.  I can truly say that I don’t know many 

people who have given this much for their country.   

  


