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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

OCTOBER 2012
! 12-14 ."Parent’s Weekend

NOVEMBER 2012
! 3 ."Homecoming
! 6 ."General Election Day
!17-25 ."Fa" Break

DECEMBER 2012
! 6 ."Classes End
! 7-13 ."Final Exams
! 13 ."Winter Break

               JANUARY 2013
" 9 ."Classes resume

The Citadel Family Association

All  in  the  Family
Fall 2012  ♦  Charleston, SC

     I graduated from The Citadel in 
May of 1996.   Recalling the joyous 
day my classmates and I received our 
rings, the revelry  of that pivotal 
shared moment would, over time, 
become overshadowed by a deeper, 
more poignant meaning.  The ring 
would come to represent both the 
past and the future in equal measure.
     Pat Conroy’s “I wear the ring” 
sentiments far more clearly underline 
the timeless importance this artifact 
means to Citadel graduates as a 
whole, but the inner-personal 
meaning is one discovered over the 
course of many years by the 
individual bearer.
     To this, I make my own attempt to 
enunciate what my  ring has come to 
mean to me:
   A tradition of excellence:   Citadel 
graduates have long distinguished 
themselves in the annals of our 
county’s history  – it  is this high bar 
which my ring serves a constant 
reminder.  I aspire to honor “them” in 
the small and big things I accomplish 
in my life.   Courage and selflessness 
are the two drivers of this effort.
   An emblem of earned 
friendships:  The bonds that Citadel 
g r a d u a t e s f e e l t o w a r d t h e i r 
classmates are personal, timeless, and 
held dear.  Reflecting on our shared 

experiences 
conjures a 
s t e w o f 
l a u g h t e r , 
h a r d s h i p , 
a n d t h e 
importance 
of collective 
resilience.   
   A calling card:  I’ve had the 
experience of driving on highways 
900 miles from Charleston on a 
distant road where a fellow grad has 
pulled alongside my car, tapped the 
horn, and flashed “the ring”.   Our 
matching smiles mask the real 
connection that exists between 
graduates many  years removed.   
When graduates hire, graduates come 
first because our ring embodies our 
base qualifications.  This is the 
expectation graduates place upon the 
college itself, to continually  produce 
well rounded citizen-soldiers ready to 
lead.  Citadel graduates understand 
tha t t he t ime les s l e s sons in 
leadership, duty, and respect are 
embedded in the hearts of her 
o f f s p r i n g .  W E s h a r e t h e 
responsibility  of holding to The 
Citadel standard, those same ideals 
established in 1842.

     For those mothers and fathers 
who will witness their son or 
daughter receiving their Citadel 
ring this Parent’s Weekend, 
understand that this milestone is 
b o t h a c e l e b r a t i o n o f 
accomplishment, and a promise of 
fulfillment.
     Youth is fleeting..  Make each 
d a y  r i g h t b y y o u r s e l f , i n 
everything you do, and with those 
around you.  

...continued on page 4

Knob Gillen, 
1996

What does YOUR ring mean?
Shamus Gi"en , CFA Liaison Officer



  !Parents’ Weekend 2012

 School  Location
 Aerospace Studies (Air Force ROTC)  Jenkins Hall 236
 Biology  Duckett Hall 101
 School of Business Administration  Bond Hall 295
 Chemistry  Byrd Hall 101
 Civil & Environmental Engineering  LeTellier Hall 204
 School of Education  Capers Hall 302
 Electrical & Computer Engineering  Grimsley Hall 117
 English  Capers Hall 111
 Health, Exercise, & Sport Science  Deas Hall 202-203
 History  Capers Hall 423
 Honors Program  Bond Hall 290
 School of Humanities and Social Sciences  Capers Hall Lobby
 Library  Daniel Library
 Mathematics & Computer Science  Thompson Hall 228 
 Military Science (Army ROTC)  Jenkins Hall 317
 Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures  Capers Hall 215
 Naval Science  (Marine & Navy ROTC)  Jenkins Hall 111
 Political Science & Criminal Justice  Capers Hall 410
 Physics  Grimsley Hall 208
 Psychology  Capers Hall 103
 Academic Support Center, Multicultural Student Services & International
 Studies  Thompson Hall 117

 Counseling Center  203 Richardson

ACADEMIC OPEN HOUSES
♦ FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2012 ♦

All cadets, parents, and guests are invited to the 
academic open house at each school or department 
from 1-2:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 12, 2012. The 
purpose of the open house is to give parents and guests 
the opportunity to meet our faculty and staff and learn 
more about our academic programs.
! At 1 p.m. a representative from each school or 

department will give a brief welcome after which time 
you will be able to talk informally with individual 
faculty and staff members. All cadets and their 
parents/guests are encouraged to attend the open 
house at the locations listed below and to take this 
opportunity to become better acquainted with 
members of our outstanding faculty and staff.

For a full listing of Parents’ Weekend activities and a detailed schedule, 
please visit  www.citadel.edu/root/parents_weekend_2012.

PARENTS’ WEEKEND 2012 ♦ 
OCTOBER 12-14

http://www.citadel.edu/root/parents_weekend_2012
http://www.citadel.edu/root/parents_weekend_2012
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Welcome to the Citadel, Class of 2016 Parents!
Mrs. Donna Rosa, First Lady at The Citadel

Where did the time go?
     Just a few months ago you were 
watching your sons and daughters 
graduate from high school. Now you 
have come back to The Citadel for 
Parents Weekend and you are going 
to ask yourself where is the child that 
I left at The Citadel on matriculation 
weekend. In their place you are going 
to see a fine looking cadet standing 
before you. Your hearts are going to 
feel like they are going to burst and 
the pride you feel as you look at them 
now will put a huge smile on your 
f ace . Not on l y w i l l they look 
different, they will be different. Your 
wonderful sons and daughters have 
accomplished so much in so short a 
time.
     Our son, Brad, graduated from 
The Citadel in 2003. When we first 
saw him Parents Weekend of his 
knob year John and I both looked at 
each other wondering who this 
person was in front of us. He had 
a n ice ha i rcut (ha ) , g reat new 
clothes with no wrinkles (shock) and 
the shiniest shoes we had ever seen 
on his feet.   I am not sure whose 
smile was the biggest. . .ours or 
his. We were so very proud of him 

but even more so we could see that 
Brad wa s so ver y proud o f 
himself. Our son exuded a new 
confidence and pride with every word 
he spoke as he filled us in on the 
weeks since Matriculation Day. As 
John and I listened to him we knew 
we were wi tness ing the 
transformation of our son in just a 
few short weeks. 
     Were these past weeks hard? You 
bet they were! Did he want to quit a 
time or two or three? You bet he did! 
But he didn't because as Brad told us 
later, "I wanted to prove to myself 
that I could persevere and get 
through the tough times so I would 
have the privilege to wear the ring 
proudly and graduate."
     When Brad graduated in 2003 we 
all knew the journey had been worth 
it. With The Citadel ring proudly on 
his finger, he then began the next 
phase of his life's journey knowing he 
had done his best and never given up. 
Brad knew his Citadel experience 
would help him face whatever life had 
in store for him and that he was a 
better person for having gone 
through it.

     I know each of you felt some 
apprehension as your left your sons 
and daughters here. The Citadel is 
tough and i t wi l l cer ta in l y be 
challenging but it will also be an 
extremely rewarding experience....one 
that will have a lasting effect on your 
cadet the rest of their lives.
     John and I feel so very blessed to 
be at The Citadel. Thank you for 
entrusting your child to us. Please 
know that we do not take this 
responsibility lightly. We are so happy 
to begin another year getting to know 
your cadet, you and your families. We 
wi l l be there wi th words o f 
encouragement throughout the year. 
I will have a big hug ready if they 
need one.
     Please come by and say hello when 
you come back to visit. We are easy 
to spot. John is the tall, good looking 
one in the Air Force uniform and I 
am the one with the really big smile 
on my face because I have "my kids" 
back on campus again. It's going to 
be another great year.
 
! !           Sincerely,
! !           Donna Rosa

Donna Rosa is a 
Charleston native.  
She and her 
husband, Lt Gen 
John W. Rosa, 19th 
President of The 
Citadel, have two 
sons, Jonathan and 
Brad (’03), and two 
grandchildren.
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We Want You!  CFA Volunteers 2012
     As we all have experienced “Knob Year” either as a 
cadet, as a mother or father of a cadet, or as a family 
member of a cadet, we all know and very much 
appreciate the difficulties the ‘Knob Year’ brings to 
cadets and to their families, emotionally, physically, 
logistically, etc.
     As parents and family members of cadets, we all are 
members of the Citadel Family Association.  As 
members, we also have the chance to be of service to the 

Citadel Family Association, The Citadel, and to the 
cadets and families of the incoming class of 2016.     
     Volunteering for The Citadel Family Association is a 
wonderful opportunity for ‘paying it forward’. If through 
your experiences you believe that you can help or share 
encouraging words with families who will just be 
beginning their journey, please contact any of the CFA 
Board of Directors and discuss how you would like to be 
involved, or visit the CFA website at:

 www.citadel.edu/cfa.

CFA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

2011-2012

CHAIRMAN
Greg and Jacque Bear

bear.cfa@gmail.com
843.261.9400

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Ted Austin

austint@charleston-sc.gov
843.209.3979

SECRETARY
Joe and Patti Wilkes, ’74

803.635.9865
803.635.8471

CFA LIAISON OFFICER
Shamus Gillen

843.953.4830

The Citadel Family Association Board of Directors would like to extend 
our gratitude to all of the Blue Shirt Volunteers who attended 
Matriculation Day 2012.  You helped  make the stressful move-in process 
much easier for all of our incoming Cadets and their families!

Thank you, volunteers!

Continued &om page 1 
And lastly, when we see you at Homecoming in a few 
years, take a moment to breathe in that familiar 
Charleston sea air and reflect upon what new 
accomplishments YOUR ring has shepherded you 
through.
    Cheers,
    Shamus Gillen, ’96
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